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Reminiscing over past events and future plans for the Cleveland Community 
Chest are (left to right): Claud Foster, donor of the new Community Chest 
Headquarters; Elliott J. Jensen, general manager of the Chest; and Philip R. 


Mather, ASHA president. 


Symposium To Discuss Sex Education 


A symposium of articles on sex edu- 
cation is featured in Social Hygiene 
Papers, a periodic ASHA publication 
being issued this month. 

Publication of the current edition of 
Social Hygiene Papers resulted from 
widespread concern throughout the 
nation about the way in which sex 
education is handled in our schools 
and institutions of higher education. 
Evidence of this concern on the part of 
parents, teachers and young people is 
contained in hundreds of letters re- 
ceived by ASHA. 

Contributors to the forthcoming 
issue are: Catherine T. Dennis, super- 
visor of the Division of Home Eco- 
nomics Education, North Carolina 
State Department of Education, 


Charlotte, N. C.; Roy E. Dickerson, 
executive director, Cincinnati Social 
Hygiene Society; the Rev. Theodore 
M. Hesburgh, president, University of 
Notre Dame, South Bend, Ind.; Dr. 
Jerome Himelhoch, professor of so- 
ciology, Brandeis University, Wal- 
tham, Mass.; Dr. Nolan C. Kearney, 
assistant superintendent of schools, St. 
Paul, Minn.; Dr. Adah Peirce, pro- 
fessor of sociology, Hiram College, 
Hiram, Ohio; and Dr. Charles J. Turck, 
president, Macalaster College, St. 
Paul, Minn. 

The symposium, already described 
in an advance article by Dorothy Bar- 
clay in the New York Times Magazine 
of October 6, presents a variety of 
points of view on this controversial 
subject. 
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Mather Speaks At 
Chest Dedication 


Philip R. Mather, ASHA president, 
spoke at dedication ceremonies for the 
new Community Chest building in 
Cleveland, Ohio, on October 1. Funds 
for the new structure were donated 
by Claud Foster, Cleveland indus- 
trialist and leader in community chest 
affairs. 

Mr. Mather’s father, Samuel Mather, 
was a principal organizer of the 
Cleveland Community Chest and be- 
came its first president in 1918. He 
also served as honorary chairman of 
the Chest from 1920 until his death in 
1931. He was senior partner of Pick- 
ands Mather & Co., and a director of 
the U. S. Steel Corporation, as well as 
a member of other corporations. 

In his address at the dedication 
ceremonies, the ASHA president, who 
was active in Cleveland Community 
Chest affairs from 1920 until he moved 
to Boston in 1937, said that the Cleve- 
land Community Chest was the first 
among the major cities of the country, 
and is still one of the most successful. 

Speakers at the luncheon honoring 
Mr. Foster were the Hon. Frank J. 
Lausche, U.S. Senator from Ohio, and 
Mayor Anthony J. Celebrezze, of 
Cleveland. 

Pictures of Mr. Foster and Samuel 
Mather have been placed in the main 
lobby of the new building in recogni- 
tion of their leadership roles in Cleve- 
land Community Chest activities. 

In concluding his remarks at the 
dedication ceremony, Mr. Mather 
said: “I hope and believe that the 
Cleveland Community Chest will con- 
tinue in the tradition of its glorious 
past and justify the great faith and 
confidence that Mr. Foster has in it, 
as evidenced by his magnificent gift.” 

Elliott J. Jensen is general manager 
of the Cleveland Community Chest, 
which has been a staunch supporter of 
ASHA over a long period of years. 
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Raymond Weeks, Birmingham (Ala.) 
civic leader, was awarded an honorary 
life membership in the American So- 
cial Hygiene Association at ceremonies 
held in Birmingham on October 21. 

The life membership was presented 
to Mr. Weeks by Philip R. Mather, 
ASHA president, during the program 
at which Mr. Mather was the principal 
speaker. Mr. Mather was introduced 
by Dr. Allen N. Koplin, president of 
the Birmingham Social Hygiene and 
Mental Health Association. 

In presenting the award, Mr. Mather 
described the scope of the national 
program in social hygiene and lauded 
Mr. Weeks for his dynamic and valu- 
able contributions to the civic life of 
his community. 

Born in Birmingham, and educated 
in its public schools and at Birming- 
ham Southern College, Mr. Weeks has 
been an advertising executive in Bir- 
mingham for the past twenty-five 
years, except for two and a half years 
during which he served in the U. S. 
Navy. 

In 1953 Mr. Weeks received the 
National Citation from the Freedoms 
Foundation at Valley Forge in recog- 
nition of his work in behalf of veter- 
ans. He also received the National 
Community Service award from the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars in 1956, and 
was a leader in the establishment of 
National Veterans Day in place of 
Armistice Day. 

For three years Mr. Weeks served 
as president of the Birmingham Social 
Hygiene and Mental Health Associa- 
tion, and for two years as the organi- 
zation’s campaign director. A _ high- 
light of his tenure was a VD confer- 
ence focussed on community respon- 
sibility for venereal disease control. 

During his term as president of the 
Association, Mr. Weeks was instru- 
mental in the establishment of the 
Juvenile Aid Bureau of the Birming- 
ham Police Department. 

Mr. Weeks is past president of the 
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Weeks Awarded ASHA Life Membership 


Birmingham Junior Chamber of Com- 
merce and has been a director of the 
Chamber of Commerce, the Multiple 
Sclerosis Society of Alabama, the In- 
dustrial Health Council and the Mu- 
seum of Art, among other organiza- 
tions. 


Raymond Weeks 


Honor President Of 
Dayton Society 


Dr. Jerome T. Bresher, retiring 
president of the Dayton (Ohio) and 
Montgomery County Social Hygiene 
Society, was honored at a dinner held 
in Dayton on October 1. Conrad Van 
Hyning, ASHA executive director, 
presented a plaque of appreciation to 
Dr. Bresher and paid tribute to his 
accomplishments in the social hygiene 
field. 

Dr. H. H. Williams, Dayton city 
health commissioner, was elected new 
president of the organization, an 
affiliate of ASHA. 

In making the presentation, Mr. Van 
Hyning mentioned the “aggressively 
understanding job the Dayton society 
has done in the last few years.” He 
said that the organization rated high 
among the group of ASHA affiliates. 

Co-speaker of the evening was Rob- 
ert A. Rosekrans, assistant director 
of community service activities for 
the American Federation of Labor and 
Congress of Industrial Organizations. 

Mrs. Russell A. Arnold, executive 
director of the Dayton Society, pre- 
sented the annual report of the asso- 
ciation’s activities. 


A family life workshop was held on 


November 1 in San Francisco, The 
workshop dealt with teen-age atti- 
tudes toward parents and was the cul- 
mination of earlier workshops held 
by public and parochial schools. Mrs. 
Dorothy Westby-Gibson, director, 
Family Life Education Service, Adult 
Education Division, San Francisco 
public schools, was in charge of the 
workshop. . . . William F. Benedict, 
director of the District of Columbia 
Social Hygiene Society, Washington, 
D. C., spoke on the need for sex guid- 
ance at an educational conference held 
at Washington’s Cardozo High School 
early in September... . .-The-Cortland, 
N. Y¥., County Council of Social 
Agencies, an ASHA affiliate, and the 
Mental Health Committee of the 
Cortland County Health Association 
sponsored a three-day institute last 
May. The institute, held from May 
6 through 8, had as its theme “healthy 
family living.’ It was attended by 
more than 250 Cortland city and 
county residents. . . . Mrs. Elizabeth 
S. Force, ASHA family life consultant, 
was a discussion leader at a Phila- 
delphia curriculum conference held on 
October 4. The conference was spon- 
sored by the division of physical and 
health education of the Philadelphia 
senior high and vocational-technical 
schools. Approximately 100 teachers 
attended. . . . Charles Messner, asso- 
ciate director, Education Division, 
ASHA, has been named New York co- 
chairman of the Tri-State Council on 
Family Relations, local branch of the 
National Council on Family Relations. 


Mahoney Training Center 
Dedicated 


The John F. Mahoney Training 
Center for the Venereal Diseases was 
formally dedicated at a ceremony on 
October 11. The dedication was held 
in the Bedford District Public Health 
Center, Brooklyn, N. Y., where the 
training center is housed. 

Principal speaker at the ceremony 
was Dr. Theodore Rosenthal, deputy 
commissioner of health, New York 
City. Dr. Rosenthal, a long-time friend 
and associate of Dr. Mahoney, spoke 
of the latter’s accomplishments in the 
treatment of the venereal diseases. 


Changes Made In 
VD Questionnaire 


Preparation of this year’s survey 
questionnaire on the status of the 
venereal diseases has been completed 
and sent to state, city and county 
health officers. The new question- 
naire will be used as the basis for 
the next Joint Statement. 

According to Dr. E. Gurney Clark, 
ASHA medical consultant, a number 
of changes have been made in favor 
of obtaining more specific information 
than has resulted in the past. 

Leading questions have been elimi- 
nated and more emphasis has been 
placed on obtaining information con- 
cerning VD among certain problem 
groups. More specific information is 
also elicited concerning problems of 
VD control and finances. 

The revision and simplification of 
the current questionnaire are the re- 
sult of work accomplished by an ad- 
visory committee composed of repre- 
sentatives of the American Venereal 
Disease Association, the Association of 
State and Territorial Health Officers, 
the armed forces, and ASHA. 


Delinquency Rises 


The number of juvenile delinquency 
cases in New York State increased 
from 12,720 cases in 1955 to 15,488 
cases in 1956—an increase of 21.8 per 
cent. 

The rate of juvenile delinquency 
increased from 5.9 cases per thousand 
in 1955 to 6.8 cases per thousand in 
1956. This represents the highest de- 
linquency rate since 1946, although it 
is still below the wartime rate of 7.5 
cases per thousand. 

The increase in juvenile delin- 
quency in 1956 in New York City was 
far greater than in the rest of the 
state, according to figures released by 
the Children’s Court. The number of 
cases in New York City increased 
from 7,990 cases in 1955 to 10,032 
cases in 1956—an increase of 25.6 per 
cent. The rate of juvenile delinquency 
increased from 8.1 cases per thousand 
in 1955 to 9.7 cases per thousand in 
1956. 

There was also an increase of 53.6 
per cent in the number of dismissed 
cases of juvenile delinquency in 1956. 

While it is recognized that such 
figures do not represent any absolute 
measure of the degree and seriousness 
of juvenile delinquency, the data can 
indicate trends which provide reliable 
comparisons. 


Among the hundreds of re- 
quests received by our Divi- 
sion of Public Information we 
occasionally discover a real 
gem of unconscious humor. 

We had always thought 
that everyone knew the mean- 
ing of VD. Not so. Recently 
we received a post-card with 
the following request: “Would 
you please send us a copy of 
the leaflet, ‘Some Questions 
and Answers About Vitamin 
D?’ ” 

Our correspondent is in for 
a shock when he gets the 
pamphlet! 


Hartford Scene Of 
Action Conference 


An action conference on education 
for better family living was held on 
September 28 at Hartford Seminary 
Foundation, Hartford, Conn. 

Sponsored by the Connecticut Pro- 
gram Committee on Family Life Edu- 
cation and ASHA, the conference was 
an outgrowth of an earlier meeting 
last July. 

Purpose of the Hartford conference 
was “to plan a continuing organiza- 
tion for sustaining focus on education 
for family living in Connecticut and 
for assisting in developing 
programs.” 

General chairman of the conference 
was Elwood Street, director of social 
services, Hartford Seminary Founda- 
tion. 

Discussion leaders were Dr. Ralph 
Eckert, professor of family relations, 
University of Connecticut; and Dr. 
Theodore I. Lenn, professor of soci- 
ology, Teachers College of Connecti- 
cut, New Britain, Conn. 


First Army Provost 


Marshal Leaves 

Colonel B. V. Bryant, itormerly 
Provost Marshal of the U. S. First 
Army, Governors Island, New York, 
N. Y., has been assigned to the Uni- 
versity of Maine as professor of mili- 
tary science and tactics. 

In a recent letter to Conrad Van 
Hyning, ASHA executive director, 
Colonel Bryant expressed his apppre- 
ciation for the assistance given him by 
ASHA in controlling prostitution in 
First Army areas. 

Colonel Bryant assumed his new 
duties at the University of Maine on 
October 10. 


Camp Drum Survey 


ASHA conducted surveys of the sta- 
tus of commercialized prostitution and 
related conditions in ten communities 
surrounding Camp Drum, near Water- 
town, N. Y., in June. 

The surveys had been requested by 
Colonel B. V. Bryant, Provost Marshal 
of the First Army Area, preliminary 
to army maneuvers scheduled for the 
summer months. 

The ASHA investigation revealed 
only a very small amount of commer- 
cialized prostitution in the area 
around Camp Drum. However, state, 
county and local law enforcement au- 
thorities were alerted as to the pos- 
sible influx of prostitutes during the 
maneuver periods. 

According to reports received sub- 
sequently from the military, the 
health and moral welfare of those who 
participated in the maneuver was, 
with few exceptions, well protected as 
a result of the surveys. 


D. C. Society Active 


The annual report of the Social 
Hygiene Society of the District of 
Columbia reveals that attendance at 
the society's functions increased from 
7,398 in 1955 to 10,820 in 1956. 

Executive director of the Society, 
William F. Benedict, said that staff 
services have been provided to civic 
associations, churches, public schools 
and PTA’s on subjects touching “‘every 
facet of the wide range of social hy- 
giene content.” 

In its consultant and program plan- 
ning service, the report states, staff 
members worked with more than forty 
professional leaders in the District as 
well as with civic, school and church 
groups. 

Other services provided by the So- 
ciety included lectures, discussion 
leaders, workshops, study groups and 
film showings. 


New TB Film Ready 


To correct widely held public mis- 
conceptions about tuberculosis and its 
control, the National Tuberculosis As- 
sociation has produced a new film, 
“Are You Positive?” and has launched 
a nationwide campaign of public infor- 
mation and education through its 3,000 
affiliates. 

The film, produced in animation 
and color, deals with the most wide- 
spread misconceptions about TB. 
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Educators Fear Sex, 


Article States 


Many educators, including family 
life educators, are “afraid of sex,” ac- 
cording to an article entitled “Are 
Educators Afraid of Sex?” in the Au- 
gust 1957 issue of Marriage and Fam- 
ily Living. 

Robert A. and Frances R. Harper, 
the authors, state that there has been 
a decline in forthrightness among 
educators. 

“The only lucid, steady and cogent 
sounds ... on the matter,” they main- 
tain, “have not, for the most part, 
issued from family life educators. 
They have come from Kinsey and a 
few medical and psychological clini- 
cians, who have more often been at- 
tacked as misguided ‘outsiders’ than 
they have been supported by family 
life educators.” 

The Harpers believe that there is 
no effective general alternative to the 
schools as the means of sexually edu- 
cating our children. 

They said that “most parents are 
not equipped for the job, and, even 
when parents are sex experts, children 
gain values from peer-group discus- 
sions under competent leadership 


which cannot be parentally dupli- 
cated.” 

The article maintains that sex edu- 
cation as a part of family life educa- 
tion is being “rationalized out’’ of some 
school systems because of various 
internal and external pressures. 
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Book Review Corner 


Just released is a remarkable new 
book, A Baby Is Born, published by 
the Maternity Center Association, New 
York City ($6.00). 

A Baby Is Born is “designed to 
help all people, everywhere, learn 
how a baby is conceived and born and 
what happens to mother and baby as 
pregnancy advances and labor pro- 
gresses.” 

Text of the book is in English, 
French and Spanish, with emphasis on 
factual material written with consid- 


erable clarity and employing terms 


which are readily understandable. 
The volume is copiously illustrated 

with both drawings and actual photo- 

graphs, as the sub-title, ‘The Picture 


Story of Everyman’s Beginning,” 
would indicate. 

While the volume does not appear 
to be written for any specific use, it is 
the kind of book which could be used 
in both high school and college 
courses in sex education. 

The Child in the Educative Process, 
by Daniel A. Prescott, director, Insti- 
tute for Child Study, University of 
Maryland, is a new volume published 
by the McGraw-Hill Book Company. 

Described by the publishers as 
“unique in its field,” the book reports 
the results of 16 years of continuous 
experimentation with ways of helping 
teachers to achieve an adequate un- 
derstanding of individual children in 
their own classrooms. 


Executives Of Local 


Executives of ASHA’s local affiliates 
will hold their annual meeting at 
ASHA headquarters in New York on 
December 16 and 17, according to an 
announcement by H. Lamar Boland, 
ASHA director of field services. 

Present plans call for discussion of 
program for 1958, and of methods for 
integrating national and local efforts 
to advance social hygiene goals. Also 
on the agenda is a discussion of com- 


Affiliates To Meet 


mon problems in community organi- 
zation and education. 

ASHA regional directors and field 
representatives will meet with the 
executives of local affiliates in order 
to obtain information concerning local 
plans and problems. 

A questionnaire has been sent by 
ASHA’s Field Services Division in 
order to discover other areas which 
require attention at the meeting. 
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